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THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

Another View of That Canadian Turnover

election in the province of Ontario the most

surprising episode in Canadian political annals.
It was not merely that a government, supposed to be
invincible. went down to defeat. It was that both the
great historic Canadian parties were, as far as Ontario
is concerned, almost annihilated and _that t‘hcrc rose m
their places two new people’s parties, Farmers and
Labor. unheard of three years ago. -

“It's not a revolt but a revolution, sire,” exclaimed
an adviser of the late lamented Louis XVI of France
when His Majesty tried to belittle the significance of
the fall of the Bastille. )

To many Canadian politicians the fall of Ontario
contains as much significance as did the fall of the
Bastille. They regard the Farmers' uprising not as a
mere peasants’ revolt, but as the begmmning ot a po-
litical revolution,

Already the movement has spread far bevond On-
tario. By-elections for the Canadian Parliament have
resulted, in every constituency the Farmers have con-
tested, in decisive successes, The western prairie prov-
inces are apparently ready, whenever the call comes, to
elect practically solid blocks of Farmer cancl_u_la!cs, and
the leaven is beginning to work in the maritime prov-
inces and even in the French Canadian province of
Quebec. “T'll bet a thousand dollars that the next
Premier of Canada will be a Farmer,” said a supporter
of the present Union Government the other evening, and
he found no takers. . )

What happened in the province of Ontario will be
retold to the present generation’s children’s children.
Ontario has been regarded as a stronghold ni' rock-
ribbed conservatism, using the word without reference
to the political party which bears that name. It has
ever been staunchly loyal to the party system. ‘On one
occasion twenty-five years ago there was an incipient
Independent Farmers’ Movement, organized under the
name of the “Patrons of Industry” which for a time
achieved a measure of success. But when the smoke
of the first election battle cleared away it was found
that the movement was but an offshoot from one of the
parties. It shrivelled and died in a day. Generally
speaking, any man who kicked over the party traces m
Ontario was committing political suicide. For many
years in the legislature of 111 members there had been
only one Independent. He was a venerable and highly
respected Labor leader, who had won his distinction
by a lifetime of effort and struggle.  When he died
not long ago it was felt another generation might pass
bejore he would have a successor, His shade will re-
joice when i1t sees trooping into the next legislature not
one representative of Labor, but no less than 12
apostles, each elected to carry forward the principles of
the Independent Labor party and two or three of them,
thanks to the party's coalition with Agriculture, already
established with cabinet rank in the Seats of the Mighty.

Ontario used to be a Liberal province, never
rampantly radical, but Liberal with a tendency to Whig-
gishness. One Liberal administration lived for 30
vears, so hostile was the population to any idea of
change. When that admimstration fell upon corrupt
and evil days the province turned to the other “legiti-
mate” political party for relief, and for nearly 15 years
the province in political complexion has been over-
whelmingly Conservative. The tendency toward Con-
servatism was being accelerated, so it was thought, by
the increasing industrialization of Ontario with the
consequent growth of Protectionist convictions, Of-
ficial Liberalism, even with its mild program of re-
form. had indeed almost decided to abandon Ontario to
its enemies and look for a future to the radical West
and to French Canadian Quebec. These circumstances
will help to explain what a shock the eruption of Oc-
tober 20 produced on the politicians. It was as if n
the days of William J. Bryan the states of New York
and Pennsylvania had declared overwhelmingly for
free silver.

When the Hearst Government announced that it was
going to the country, there was scarcely a ripple of
interest among the professional politicians. The result
was regarded as a foregone conclusion. For years
cither in provincial or federal elections the Liberals of
Ontario had been unabie to elect more than a corporal’s
guard of representatives. In the legislature just dis-
solved they had about 30 Oppositionists out of a house
of 111. The Hearst Government had a creditable war
record. Its administration record was clean and sound.
It had made no serious mistakes in matters of policy.
The Premier and most of his Cabinet colleagues were
highly regarded by the community. It was known that
there was a Farmers' movement afoot and that some
stir was being made in some of the rural communities,
but no one regarded it very seriously. In the first
place, it was understood to be devoting its platform
framing chiefly to federal affairs, such as the tariff.
In provincial matters it seemed to have no particular
policy and no grievances that were serious. Further-
more it was practically leaderless. No outstanding pub-
lic man was associated with it. The names of its of-
ficers were recognized only in limited circles and its
candidates were all unknown outside of the communi-
ties in which they lived. It was admitted that the
organization might here and there elect a few members,
but that was all. The triumphant return of the gov-
ernment was the general expectation. With its opposi-
tion divided between Liberals and Farmers, no one
would have been surprised if its authority over the
next legislature had been even more pronounced than
in the last.

The sequel told a vastly different story. The Farmers'
movement developed like the crusaders! The three-
cornered fights, instead of killing off Farmers’ candi-
dates, killed off t}\e candidates of the two old parties.
The Farmers united on their men and Liberals and
Conservatives divided the opposition.

The farmers have gone clean crazy,” was the ob-
servation of one old line politician as he started to
analyze the returns on election night. Early in the

OX OCTOBER 20 there happened in a general
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evening Sam Hughes, former Minister of Militia and
one of the shrewdest politicians mn Canada, called up
his home constituency mn Lindsay on the long distance
telephone from Ottawa. “Has anyone voted nr'pund
there?” he asked in demanding an explanation of the
returns as far as they had been received. “It seems
two or three Farmers have voted,” was the answer.
Sam's constituency has been overwhelmingly Conserv-
ative from time immemorial, What Sam said when he
found it had been captured by an enemy nearly melted
the telephone wire. : o

Take another example, the constituency of South
Grey. It has never been known to elect anything but
a Conservative. The sitting member was Dr. Jameson,
Speaker of the Legislature, For 20 years he had been
clected by majorities in the thousands or, as on the
last two occasions, by acclamation. He was a medical
practitioner known and loved by nearly every man,
woman and child in the riding. Yet he was ignominious-
ly turned out by a Farmers candidate.

This is the kind of thing that happened all over the
province. In the rural constituencies where a Liberal
or a Conservative was clected 1t was generally due to
some local defect in the Farmers’ hastily thrown to-
gether organization. Meanwhile something equally as
disturbing happened in the industrial centers. Hitherto
the Independent Labor party has been regarded as a
joke. Generally Labor was represented in the election
contests only by some crank who perhaps would re-
ceive a hundred votes. The newly organized Independ-
ent Labor party had recently been showing some ac-
tivity but it was not regarded as possible that it could
make any impression on the ballot boxes. The event
showed that outside of Ottawa and Toronto, where for
special reasons the old parties are more firmly en-
trenched than anywhere, the Independent Labor party
swept every industrial center of the province. In
Sault Ste. Marie, the Prime Minister's constituency, the
chairman of the Local Trades and Labor Council
snowed under the leader of the government. In Lon-
don, Sir Adam Beck, head of the great Hydro-Electric
Provincial enterprises, was turned out by a Labor man.
The great industrial center of Hamilton elected a
broom-maker and a plumber by majorities unprec-
edented in local historv. The same story came from
Niagara Falls, St. Catherines, St. Thomas and other
centers,

When the final returns were in, here is how the
parties lined up as compared with their standing in the
last legislature:

New Old
Farmers 45 2
Liberals 28 30
Conservatives 25 76
Labor .......... 11 0
Independent . 2 0
Vacant .ooeooveveniceenns - B - 3

111 111

Perhaps no one was more surprised at the extent of
their success than the Farmers and Labor men them-
selves. Their most sanguine expectations had led them
to wish that it might be possible for them to get some-
thing like a balance of power, a condition which would
have given them increased influence and not much re-
sponsibility, That they themselves should be called up-
on to form a government and run the affairs of the
province had not entered into their minds. With the
results as they were, however, there was nothing else

Races and Equalities

HE statesmen of Japan are quoted again and again
as declaring they will insist on “race equality.” The)
complain that in this or that corner of the world Mon-
golians are treated as inferiors by white people. And
the pride of their ancient race rebels against this
discrimination, \
There is no way of decreeing or dictating an answer
to this claim. But there is a sobering lesson for both
Mongolians and Caucasians in a simple study of this
problem in “race equality.” Wherever there is an in-
tense showing of antipathy to Japanese, it is never
based on the mere Mongolianism of the Nipponese. In
fact we know that the Japanese are not pure Mon-
golians, that they have a mingling of Aryan blood,
The complaint made against Japanese is that they
are not equal to the highest white nations in their eth-
ical standards. In fact, today the bitterest critic of
Japan is not a white nation, but the ancient and proud
nation of China, And the one people which would be
most likely to declare unqualifiedly that the Japanese
are inferior to them is this same Chinese people. "
Quite often among white travelers returning from
abroad, we find an intense dislike for the Japanese
coupled with a warm admiration for the Chinese, And
yet, the severest criticism made of Japanese in the
present time, is made in the form of a complaint that
they are modeling their imperialistic policy after the
imperialistic policy of the white men who made up the
Prqls_;lanj militaristic caste, :
e Japanese will secure all the “race equality” de-
manded by their proudest chiefs, as soon a; thewwl':li:c
nations feel that these brilliant folk have adopted the
real standards of civilization, There is no equality
save moral equality. The equality which the states-
men desire can be attained, but not by diplomacy. The
equality which civilized white nations have is theirs

indeed, but it can be lost by any nation which sinks to

lower standards.

and in alliance they bravely set at the
task. An alhance between tlh" Labor men of the citics
and the Farmers is regarded in some quarters as an un.
natural one and predictions are freely made that it cay-
not last. The [Labor mans d(‘ma‘llld f:.)r shorter hours,
increased  wages, and lower prices for foodstufis is
supl-n.\vtl to be |l|.‘tlllt'!l'u-;||1_\’ nppoh(‘d to the lll!(‘lr.-ﬁ-q
of the Farmer, N evertheless these two formed a fairly
close working alliance during the campaign, and they
are now together assuming the responsibilities of goy.
ernment. They seem 1O find common interest in the
pursuit of the profiteer and big business generally,

for them to do

OR the present the Old Party machines are smashed

—it may be for a short time only or it may be for-
ever. What caused the upheaval? That it should have
come during an era of high wages gmd of agricultura]
nrosperity never before ,—_urpassqd is not one of the
least surprising features ol the situation, although it is
only in accordance with economi¢ h}slof)‘ that bettered
\'Hll‘{l!“l’"-" nearly always result n mcreased 3[{“&!7 n.
Only slightly is the success of the Farmers and Labor
men due to their constructive policies.  Possibly not
one in five of the electors who voted for their candi-
dates knew what their policies were, Essentially 1t is
a movement of discontent with things as they are:
Discontent against profiteering, agamst monopoly,
cither in business or in political power, against ar-
rogance and class distinction. There was a great dis-
dlusionment during the war, and if Ontario is any
criterion, and there is no reason on the surface why
it should not be, there will be shocks aplenty for gov-
crnments all over the world. On the technical side of
politics, the war here, as clsewhere, did much to loosen
the ordinary party ties so that in this respect also the
ground was well prepared for the break-up that has
taken place. When the Farmers are criticized on the
ground that their movement is a class movement and
therefore based on an unstable and dangerous founda-
tion, their reply is that practically all governments in the
past have been class governments representing, in spite
of a wide franchise, only the moneyed interests and
big corporations, And if the Farmers' government is
a class government it is at least more broadly based
than anything that has preceded it

The effect on legislative and administrative policy
of the new government is sure to be far-reaching. The
keynote of the Farmers' provincial policy is economy,
and it will not be surprising to see such developments
as that Ontario's million dollar Government House,
erected for the entertainment of the lieutenant-gov-
ernor. and said to be much the most elaborate and
costly governor's residence on the North American
continent. will be dismantled and turned over for some
more useful purpose, such as hospital treatment for
returned soldiers. I the Farmers are successful in
Dominion politics, as they now promise to be, the
effect on tariff legislation will be immediate and pro-
found. The Farmers propose free trade with England
within five vears, progressive reciprocity with the
United States, and for immediate free trade in a wide
list of articles. The Farmers are also pledged to the
abolition of party patronage, to equal educational op-
portunities for all children, to the principle of propor-
tional representation, and to the practice of direct lewis-
lation through initiative and referendum. The Labor
party’s platiorm is based on that of the Labor party
m Great Britain, and looks forward to such measures
as unemployment insurance, motherhood benefits, cight-
hour day legislation, and all the allied measures.

In the matter of taxation both parties are agreed on
a great increase in the income and succession taxes.
In both cases there will be probably a much steeper
grattlluahun than anything that has been contemplated
in the past.

Four of Our Failures

”I'.Y- were very bad boys, the police say, who took

part in a big gang fight in Chicago a few Sundays
ago. In the midst of the row deadly weapons were
used, and one boy of 11 dropped dead from a revolver
shot. Three boys of 15 and one of 17 were formally
charged with murder by the coroner's jury.

Very bad boys they were. And perhaps the child
that is dead should have been somewhere else, not in
this fight. Still, they were all boys. And as boys, they
were all the wards of the adults of Chicago. All the
men and women of Chicago, especially all the voters
\.\-hu boast of their franchise, and all the taxpayers who
“;“‘I‘I-‘fllll of their taxes, are responsible for the weliare
of the children. And in these four lads, charged with
n]“r‘]l_'r \\'!'HH ‘h(‘_\' are scarctnl}- U‘d t'l‘l()llgh to bt re-
..pnnq'hl_(- tor truancy, the men and women of Chicago
h-'l.\'(" failed,

2 T}‘"":z 31_“1:1111“ l‘:"ﬁl'nllsiblc for the evil nurture of (:ach
t]rirtlkf‘:l f t‘I:g.‘ ads. Perhaps behind one there is @
Somid & l“ h” or a neglectful mother who made the
sk whe o appy place. Perhaps there is some other
. m“;“_i!‘ xample was constantly bad. Some adult
everythin ltjhc for She revolver that was fired ['Cr
shm{siblcganst-‘ﬁ“k place some adults are specially re-
rcsponsil;lc_ all the adults in Chicago are gcnerally
citi(l-:. “H':trri‘:ﬂ? that '“""h. things occur in our great
what we shoul 1“ less terrible if we learn from them
It is less .tla-rrl;I' I'."Tlf that similar things occur less often.
erous with nu)r‘ alln -Irt( fplets us In KN SRS NS Iit'“‘
grounds, more stri Propriations for schools and play"
NS Svere Ngent in our restrictions on firearms
against congestion of population. It

to »
nro :Tﬂgﬁﬁl‘," ﬁhe dead child back alive to his mothef,
hands, But i i.:;rrur and stain from those juvenile

not too late ittle Ii st
spare to save little hves
pared, and preserve reckless young spirits which are
rave wrongdoing.

still innocent of g




